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MEDIA STATEMENT |  3 APRIL 2018 

 
Israel must stop its senseless killing of civilians in 

Gaza – CENTHRA 
 

The illegal, pariah state of Israel is at it again. This time it has massacred 16 
innocent civilians while injuring another 1,000 protesting 70 years of occupation 
since being driven from their homeland, Palestine in the event rightly known as the 
catastrophe or An-Nakba, 42 years of having land taken from them (Land Day) and 
11 years of being blockaded in the open air post-apocalyptic prison known as Gaza. 
 
The Great March of Return recently held by Palestinians in the Gaza strip last 30 
March was clearly a legitimate exercise of free speech and the right to protest by a 
people who have been oppressed for a period longer than any other known in recent 
history. CENTHRA recalls in particular two previous statements made prior, Israel 
must cease her barbaric measures against Gaza now dated 9 October 2016 and In 
solidarity we stand in remembrance of the Nakba dated 15 May 2017. It appears that 
nothing at all has changed and Israel’s attitude towards the people in Gaza in 
particular and Palestine in general remains as intransigent as always.  

CENTHRA denounces strongly the recent massacre by Israel in Gaza and views the 
same as yet more evidence of the Zionist regime’s penchant for barbarism and 
callous disregard for human rights and international humanitarian law. CENTHRA 
also affirms its support for the stand taken by the Malaysian Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs in its statement of 2 April 2018 condemning in the strongest terms Israeli 
aggression towards Palestinians involved in the Great March.  

The Palestinian right of return to their homes in what is now Israel is affirmed by 
Resolution 194 passed by the UN Security Council on 11 December 1948, Article 11 
of which clearly states as follows:- 

“…refugees wishing to return to their homes and live at peace with their neighbours 
should be permitted to do so at the earliest practicable date, and that compensation 
should be paid for the property of those choosing not to return and for loss of or 
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damage to property which, under principles of international law or equity, should be 
made good by the Governments or authorities responsible,”  

The above was subsequently reaffirmed by the Security Council in Resolution 237 
following the 1967 Six Day War in which Gaza was taken by Israel and again by the 
UN General Assembly by virtue of Resolution 169 in 1980. The Palestinian right of 
return is also premised upon the universal right of every human being to move freely 
within and without his or her own country per Article 13 (2) of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights 1948 (UDHR). 

Most horrendously however, until today Israel not only refuses the return of 
legitimate Palestinian families and their descendants to their homes but also exhibits 
disdain and contempt for refugees in general, evidenced by its attempted repatriation 
of African refugees to Uganda and Rwanda and then striking a deal with the West 
before suspending the same when that attempt did not work, thus violating the 1951 
Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees that it purports to be a part of as well 
as Article 14 (1) of the UDHR. Israel’s attitude towards refugees in general 
regardless of origin is truly racist to its core. 

By its suppression of the Great March, Israel has also violated the right to peaceful 
assembly guaranteed by Article 20 (1) of the UDHR and Article 21 of the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) which again, Israel 
purports to be a signatory to. Clearly international human rights instruments acceded 
to by this malevolent regime are for mere cosmetic show and do not operate in their 
substance by any stretch of the imagination. 

CENTHRA calls upon the international community, in particular the Arab League, the 
Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) and the UN Security Council, do to much 
more to reign in the Israeli state and its Zionist regime from the brink of barbarity. 
The time for talk is and was long over. We are now 70 years past due in according 
the people of Palestine the most basic human right, namely, the right to exist with 
dignity and in freedom. It is time we reflected on ourselves and our humanity and 
move immediately to confer upon them this right and more in the name of all that is 
just and good.  

CENTHRA reminds the world once again that the An-Nakba is the root source of 
systematic discrimination and isolation perpetrated, not just by Israel, but by the 
West as a whole, towards Palestinians and Muslims worldwide. The continued 
existence of Palestinian refugees and now even African refugees, within Palestine 
serves as a reminder to all that Western colonialism, ostensibly no longer existing in 
this new millennium and century, is still very much alive. 

One for all, all for Palestine. 

 

Media Statement by Azril Mohd Amin, lawyer and Chief Executive, Centre for 
Human Rights Research and Advocacy (CENTHRA). CENTHRA is a founding 
member of the Malaysian Alliance of Civil Society Organisations in the UPR 
Process (MACSA). 


